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dam DeVillſache 


ritten by: a Lady, who Was an Eye· witneſs 
of the greatoſt part of her Adventures, and faith- 
fully Tranſlated from her French Manuſcript. 
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E Origin of Dedications, as 
4 I take it, being derio'd from an 
UE ancient Cuſtom among the Greeks, 
of throwing the Productions 
of their Genius's at the Feet of that God 
they were moſt inclinable to worſhip, to 
whom ſhould T ſo readily devote mine, as 
to a Lady whoſe Charms may ſo eafily recon- 
cile to Reaſon the Wonders of that Paſſion 
on which 1 chiefly chuſe to write ; and whoſe 
Goodneſs will excuſe the Meanneſs of the 
Mering, and, like Heaven, in the Attempt 
to Pleaſe, o erlooſ the Nant of Power ? 
Having given a Hint how ſenſible I am 
of your Perfettions, it will doubtleſs be cx- 
pected I ſhould expatiate on them; and how 
gladly ſhould I undertake ſo delightful a 
Theme, were J not deterr'd from it by two 
Mot ige; your known Averſion to publick 
| Praiſes, and the Conſciouſneſs of my oy 
: 2 Ra- 
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Inability 7, deſcribe You as 1 ought. Nur | 
 Excellencies, Madam, are not of an ords- 
nary kind, nor can any Endeavour to re- 


preſent them, be other than an Injury. 


All ] have to ſay in the Defence of "this 3 


Trifle, which claims the Favour gf your Pa- 


rtronaze, is, that it is the true Secret Hi- 


ffory of a Lady, who, had fhe been poſſeſs'd 
of half your Conftancy and Virtue, had been 
as Fortunate, as ſbe was in reality the con- 
trary. There is nothing renders a Mau 
or Woman more ſubjeft to Irregularities iu 
Condutt, than an Inſtability of Mind; and 


i the Example I have ſate down to writes 


may corrett that Error in but one among the 
Number who ſpall read it, I fhall think 


my Time well employ d : But however I 
ſucceed in that, I am ſure I do myſelf an 


infinite Pleaſure, and Honour, oben 1 do- 


dure to the Norld, that 7 am _ the ur. 
Pp W 0 | 


MAD Moo IT 
„Ader moft Humble, © 
And .* Obedient Servant, 


Elna Harwoop: 
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Madam De Villeſache. 


HE Merits of the late Duke of 
2 ce were ſuch, as could 
lea ve no room to doubt he was 
generally the Favourite of the 
Fa ir. Among the number of 
thoſe who felt his Influence, was a Lady of 
the firſt Quality, by whom he had a Daugh- 
ter, whoſe Adventures have ſince made 4 
great noiſe in the World. To ſhelter the 
Reputation of her Beauteous Mother, ſhe was 


ſent, as ſoon as born, to be bred up at a little 


Village near Poictou, where liv'd a Perſon 
ng | > _ who 
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who had formerly been a Servant of the 
Duke's. No Education that Place could 
afford was denied ro this young Charmer; 
but the Secret of her Birth was never to be 
reveal'd: at leaſt it was at that Time the 
Intention of both her Parents. But by what 
Means ſhe became acquainted with it, and 
the Misfortunes in which ſhe was involv'd 
by the Knowledge of it, is the Buſineſs of 
the following Sheets to relate. „ 


Henrietta (for ſo was call d the lovely Sub- , 


je of this little Hiſtory) no ſooner arriv'd 
at the Age of Fourteen, than her Beauty be- 
came the general Admiration of all who 
had Hearts capable of the ſoft Impreſſion: 


but tho? there were few that ſaw her with- 


out Deſire, yet had her Charms on none fo 
great an Effect as on young Clermont, the 
only Son of a rich Farmer of Poictou; nor 
. were his Sighs in vain employ'd, ſhe regard- 
ed him with a Tenderneſs ſhe felt for no 
other of thoſe who ſollicited her. But by 
"reaſon that the Birth of Henrietta was a 
Secret, they were oblig'd to keep their 
Loves ſo too; fearing old Clermont, vho had 
no true Value for any thing but Wealth, 
ſhould be a Hindrance to their Meetings. 
Young as Henrietta was, Love taught her 
Alrxtifice to manage this Intrigue, - without 
the aſſiſtance of a Confidant ; and tho? not 
a Day paſs'd without ſeeing the favourite 
Boy, yet were their Interviews ſo private, 
that neither the old Perſons to whoſe Care 


— 
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| ſhe was committed, nor the Father of Cler- 
mont, had the leaſt Knowledge of their A- 
- Eg | 


This was the happy Part of Hemrictta's 
Life, her Mind entirely free from all the 
Cares, which Intereſt or Ambition brings, 
gave itſelf up wholly to Love; but ſuch a 


Love, fo pure, ſo innocent, as inſpir'd no 


wanton Heats, no racking Jealouſies, no 


. Doubts, no Fears: With the utmoſt Ten- 


derneſs ſhe was capable of feeling, did ſhe 
regard the charming Swain; but found all 
the Demonſtrations ſhe could give him of 


it, ourvyed by thoſe the receiv'd from him. 


Soft and ſerene did all her Days glide on, 
ſhe had no farther Idea of the Joys of Love, 


than to be lov'd, and enjoy the Society of 


the darling Object. No Interruption as yet 


had happen'd in their Affections, and never 
did the Streams and Groves witneſs a more 
innocent or tender Flame. 


o 


But ſoon this golden Age of uncorrupted 
Pleaſures paſt away. The Stars which pre- 
ſided at the Birth of Henrietta, ordain'd her 
for more exalted Adventures; they per-. 


. mitted her not a Life of Obſcurity and 
Peace; — ſhe was born to ſhine among 
the Great, and give and feel Diſorders, which 


as yet her gentle Soul had not the leaſt No- 


tion of, Oh how often have I heard her, 


when blazing in all the Pompand Grandeur 
of the fineſt Court in the World, call back 
thoſe bliſsful Moments of her rural State! 


222 . As — — — — — 
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bow wiſh ſhe ne'er had known an- 


other! —— how indulge the pleaſing Tale 
of Innocence and Love, and wich what Re- 


gret compare her firſt Scenes of Life with 
the next enſuing ones! | 
The Duke, who heard from time to time 
of the Perfect ions of his young Daughter, 


excited by the tender Remonſtrances of Na- 
ture, which in a truly noble Heart are not 


to be repell'd by any Conſiderations; took 


a Journey to Poitou, on purpole to ſee 


her: He left his Train at the Houſe of a 
Noblem an, a ſmall diſtance from that in 
which ſhe liv'd, and came dilgens and un- 
attended, to be Wines of the Truth of Whar 
he had bee ſo often inform'd. No ſooner 


had the old Man preſented her to him, than 


he conteis'd all that had been writ to him 
concerning her Beauty, fell ſhort of what 
might have been ſaid He ralk'd to her, 
and in ſpire of that Timidity and Baſh- 
fulneſs, which is the Conſequence ofa Mind 
unuſed to Converſation wur Strangers, 


wound ſhe had a -Wir capable of all the po- 
lite Improvements. All the Father now 


roſe in his Soul, and he could not conſent 
to bury in Obſcurity, a Life which he 


thought deſerv'd to ſhine with all the 


Illuſtrations the World could give it. He 
Was not long debating within himſelf, 
if he ſhould confeſs himſelf her Father, SOT 
remove her from that Scene of Solitude, to 
One more belitting her Birth and Genius. 
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He immediately reſolv'd on both. He em- 
brac'd, he bleſt, he kiſs'd her with all the 


Tranſports of "paternal Tenderneſs. He 
told her he wou'd carry her to a Court, and 


that he wou'd look out for a Husband Wor- 


thy of her Charms. In fine, he conceal'd no- 
thing from her but his Quality, and that 
was a Secret he thought not proper to en- 


truſt her with; fearing-her youthful Heart, 
roo much elated with the ſudden Surprize ok 
ſo elevated a Fortune, might not be able to 


contain its Joy, and the occaſion of it, from 
thoſe who had been her Companions. He 


therefore let her kaow no more than that {he - 


was of a Birth ſuperior to what ſhe had ima- 
gin'd, and that himſelf was a Perſon who 


had ſome intereſt and dependance at Court, 


which was the Place ordain'd for her next 
Stage of Life. 


He ſtay'd not long this first Vit, but ha- 


ving communicated his Intentions to that 
old Servant, who had fo well diſcharged 


the Truſt repoſed in him of her Education, 


and given him Orders how to proceed, re- 
turn d to the Houſe where he had left his 


Retinue,. and in which he deſign'd to ſtay 


till every thing was got ready for the De- 
parture of Henrietta. 


Now begun the Heart of this youngBeau- 
ty to be ſenſible of Diſquiet; the thoughts 


of being ſeparated from her belov'd Cler- 
mont, gave her Pangs, which the Know- 
* that ſhe was of a Birth much ſupe- 
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rior to What ſhe had imagin'd, was not a. | 
ſufficient Balſam to heal. The Duke had 


no ſooner left her, than ſhe haſted ro the 


Grove, where Clermont impatiently expected 
her; ſhe related to him all that had paſt, 
making no Secret of any Thing that was 
permitted her to kaow : ſhe complain d in 

Terms the moſt Pity- moving that cou'd be, 


of the Severity of her Fate, which tore her 


from all that was dear to her in the World, 
begg'd that he would not forget her in ab- 


ſence, and vow'd a thouſand times that 
ſhe wou'd never ceaſe to think of him; nor 


omit one Opportunity that offer'd [ſelf of 
writing to him, and letting him know the 


true State of her. Affairs. But this was in- 
effectual to calm that Tempeſt which the 


News of her Removal had rais'd in the 


Breaſt of this faithful Lover; his Paſſion re- 


preſented to him numberleſs Obſtacles, to 
prevent their ever meeting more. Abſence, | 


cry'd he, and the fight of fo many fine Che- 


valiers as you will meet with in a Court, 


will ſoon make you loſe all Memory of the 
rural Clermont. Or if you ſhould prove 


that Miracle of Conſtancy and Love, till 
to wiſh me yours, what will that Wich 
avail, when the Arbitrary Power of a ſtern 


Father forces you to another's Arms? It 
was in vain ſhe ſtrove with Words, all ſoft 


and gentle, to lull his diſtracted Jealouſies + 


Reſt. He was not to be comforted, and 


5 the more Endearments ſhe made uſe of for * 
| 1 . 5 5 


8 
F TY OO ATE 


A iu oo Fs beak £A% © as AAO0,H Tc 5 2 


* 1 
that purpoſe, the more he was afflicted, when 
he conſidered how ſhortly he was to be de- 
priv'd of them. No, Henrietta ! ſaid he, 
leck not to conſole me for a Misfortune 
which I but too plainly ſee is irremediable ; 
were you but half ſo ſenſible of it as I am, 
you would be as fearful to loſe Clermont, as 
Clermont is of being for ever ſeparated from 
Henrietta. There remains but one way to 
prove if the Affection we have vow'd each 
other be ſincere, and that is, entring into 5 
' thoſe ſolemn Ties, which puts it paſt the * 
power of even ourſelves to diſunite us, Su- 
perior Power, or thoſe Changes to which all - 
Human-Kind is incident, may triumph over 
all but Marriage; but thus join'd, Death 
only can leave either of us the Means of 
Fal ſhood. 1 25 „ 
Here he ceas d to ſpeak ; and Henrietta, 
whoſe Face was cover'd with a ſcarlet 
Bluſh, the Overflowings of Surprize and Mo- 
deſty, anſwer'd in this manner: Forbear, 
cry d ſhe, to talk of Things impoſſible to be 
effected without the Ruin of us both; have 
we not been obliged to keep even our Loves 
a Secret from your Father and my Guardi- 
an? Has not the one forbid you to think on 1 
a Maid whoſe Birthand Fortune were doubt- Do 
ful; and has not the other ſtrictly charg d 
me never to entertain a Paſſion for any Man, 
till I ſhou'd know what it was I gave wen 
I beſtow'd myſelf? Do not our Circumſtan- - 
ces now more than ever diſagree? Your Fa- _ 
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ther, I have often heard you declare, is an 
Enemy to the Court; and mine, tho? yet Tam 
ignorant of his Quality, will ſcarce be 
brought to conſent I ſhou'd be the Wife of a 
Farmer. Shou'd we then boldly fly in the 
faces of thoſe, in whoſe power alone it is to 
make us happy, what cou'd enſue, but Mi- 
ſery and Beggary? Ah, Henrietta“ an- 
ſever'd he, 1 love enough to dare the worſt 
of His for you; yet do I not wiſh to involve 
you in Misfortunes, and for that reaſon 
wou'd have our Marriage celebrated with 
the ſame Privacy as the Progreſs of our 
Loves has been. I ask not to detain you / 
from the Pleaſures to which the Indulgence ' 
of a recover'd Parent 1s going to remove you. 
Iam alike impatient with yourſelf to know 
the Truth of your Condition; but if there be 
any thing due to the Vows you have ſo of- | 
ten made me of an inviolable Affection, re- || 
lieve me from the Fears of loſing you for | 
ever, by being united to me in the way I ; 
mention, before you leave Poictou. You 
have ſworn you will be mine, and only 
mine, and that neither Time nor Perſua- || ! 
fions ſhall ever prevail on you, nor Force com- 
pel you to be another's; why then ſhow'd 
you refuſe my jealous and cormented Heart 
that Security I require? | : 
Since you reſolve to bleſs me, wherefore 
ſhouꝰ'd you delay it? Things once determin'd, 
may be as well acted ſoon as late. Can it be 
a Pleaſure to leave the Man, you fay, you 
N ; F, 


. FO 
love, ia Agonies unſupportable ? Oh no, your 
gentle Soul delights not in Cruelty; and *tis 
want of Courage, or Irreſolution, not Un- 
kindneſs, that makes you fearful to do what, 
perhaps, hereafter when ſollicited by ſome 
greater, tho? leſs faithful Lover, you might 
' repent. He ſpoke theſe Words with a Pe- 
ſpair ſo viſibly impriated on his Face, that 
Henrietta cou'd not withhold her Tears; 
and he adding to thoſe he had already al- 
ledg'd, many more Arguments to prove the 
- Juſtice of his Requeſt, ſhe was ar laſt pre- 
.vaiPd oa to grant it, and appointed to 
meet him the next Morning ro fulfil her 
8 Promiſe. „ 
There are very few things that Riches can- 
not accompliſh : Clermont, for a good Sum of 
Money prevaiPd ona Fryar of his Acquain- 
rance to join his Hand with tha t of his be- 
2 loved Henrietta ; the Grove which had been 
the Place of thei Rendezvous in their Days 
of Courtſhip, was now that of their Marri- 
15 age, as it was afterwards of thoſe higher 
Delights of Love, for which the ena- 
mour'd Youth had with ſo much Impatience 


* * 


languiſh'd. he; | 1 

It is not to be ſuppos'd, that the tranſ- 

ted Bridegroom Wou'd content himſelf 

with the Ceremony of Marriage only ; nor 

| rhar the no leſs paſſionately affected Bride 
| cow'd refuſe the joint Suggeſtions of her 
| Duty and her Love. A while they rioted in 

all thoſe Delights rewarded AﬀeQioncan be- 

e 5 low, 
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' flow; and, loſt i 


Curtain over the Felicit 


( 10 + 9 : 
n fond Deſire, forgot that 


the Hand of Fate was now about to draw a 


they enzoy'd, and 


* 


part them from each other. 


he neceſſary Preparations for her leaving 
Poictou being made, and the Duke having 


fignified his Pleaſure to the old Man, in a 


ſecond Vilit he made at his Houſe with the 
fame Privacy as the former; , ſhe was in- 
form'd that the next Day was the laſt of 
her remaining in that Place: She paſt it 
therefore wholly with her dear Clermont, 


pretending at home that her Time wou'd be 


employ'd in bidding Farewel to thoſe young 
Maids who had been the Companions of her 
Rural State. Never was a Scene of more 


Diſtreſs than that of the parting of theſe two 
Lovers, a thouſand and a thouſand times 


they bid adieu, yet had not the power to turn 
away; one more Embrace, and then another 
ſtill; and the longer they continued in this 


tender, but piteous Indulgence of their fond 


Wiſhes, the more difficult they found it to 
break off. At laſt, the ſad Neceſſity pre- 


vaibd, and they took different Paths; but 
with what Agonies of Soul, may be conjec- © 
rur'd from what has been ſaid of the preſent ; 


Violence of their mutual Paſſion. 


The Morning being arriv'd, ih which ſhe 


was to leave Poiclou, ſhe was dreſs'd in a rich 
riding Habit which had been provided for her 
on this Occaſion, and mounted on a ſtately 
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tended her in the manner of a Servant, till 


they came to a Croſs-road, where the Duke 
with all his Retinue met them, and received 
into his Coach the aſtoniſh'd Henrietta; who 
was no ſooner ſeated, than ſhe heard from 
her great Farher the true Knowledge of her 
Birth: he added alſo, that her Mother was 
dead, but that ſhe ſhou'd find from him the 
Tenderneſs of both Parents, provided ſhe 


behav'd with Diſcretion, and made none 


the Confidant of the Secret. It may proba- 
bly, ſaid he, be gueſs'd at by every body, 


but Suſpicion is no Proof; you muſt beware 


therefore, how you enter into any Intima- 
cies which may erigage you to reveal what 


is for many Reaſons improper that the World 
ſhou'd be convinc'd of. I ſhall pretend you 
are the Daughter of a Friend I very. much 
elteem'd, who dying, left you to my Care ;I 
will give you the Name of Madam De Ville- 
ſache, and ſettle a Penſion on you, which 


will ſupport you in a, manner, ſuch as will 
| leave you no room to fear being entertain'd 


among People of the beſt Rank, and when 
I find an Offer of Marriage worthy your Ac 


ceptance, ſhall give you a ſuitable Fortune. 
As much tranſported as Henrietta was at 
the beginning of his Diſcourſe, the latter 


part of it drew ſome Sighs from her Heart, 
as doubtful what wou'd be the Cataſtrophe 
of her Fate, when he ſhou'd arrive at the 


Knowledge, that ſhe had diſpos'd of her- 


C 2 | ſelf, 


old Man, who had been her Guardian, at- 
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| fe. indi to c one ſo infinitely "WTO to the 
ExpeRations he conceiv'd of her 

Ihe Duke perceiv'd this little Disorder in 
her, and demanded the Occaſion. To which 
ſheanſwer'd, with a ready Turn of Thought, 
That ſhe fear'd, the Converſation to which 
the had been accuſtom'd, being ſo vaſtly 
different from thar to which ſhe was going, 
ſhe might be guilt) of Indecorums in Beha- 
Vviour, which might ſubject her to the Ri- 


dicule of the politer World. On which he 


told her, that ſhe had nothing to do but to 
obſerve others, and that he ſhou'd take 
care to inform her who they were, whoſe 
| Examples it wou'd beſt become her to imi- 
tate. He was ſo much charm'd, however, 
with the Modeſty of her Fears, that during 
their Journey, he took pains (if that Which 
wedo with Pleaſure can be calld ſo) to in- 
ſtruct her ſo fully in the Rules of good Breed- 
ing, that when ſhe came to Court, few ap- 
pear'd with more Advantage. 
She was plac'd in a fine Apartment, great 
Cheſts and Cabinets, fild wich variety of 
rich Cloaths, Linnen, and Jewels, furniſh'd 
her Dreſſing · room, Servants of both Sexes 
Were hired. to attend her; and in fine, every 
Promiſe the Duke had made her was amply 
fulfillb'd: She faw herſelf treated with all 
imaginable Complaiſance by the Women, 
and Admiration by the Men, wherever ſhe 
went; nothing | but gay Delights attended 


her. I: now remains, We Look into her Heart, 
and 


as c 
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and ſee in what Situation that was. amid 


this Scene of outward Happineſs,  _—- 
For a time, tho* her Eyes were dazled 


with the Splendor of every thing about her, 


yet were her Thoughts very much employ'd 
on the abſent er mont: but that which con- 
tributed moſt of any thing to drive him from 


her Mind, were the dafly Gallantries ſhe re- 


ceiv'd from the young Nobility of the Court; 
ſhe compar'd the Converſations with which 


be had entertain'd her, with thoſe which 


now amus'd her Hours, and in ſpite of the 
Tenderneſs ſhe had formerly born him, 


cou'd not forbear acknowledging there was 


a mighty difference. By degrees ſhe began 
to look back on all that had paſt with a kind 
of Contempt; after which, tis needleſs to 


ſay ſhe repented having fo haſtily diſpogd 


of herſelf. How true unhappy Clermont, 
(wou'd ſhe frequently cry) were thy Sugge- 
ſtions, when fearful I ſhow'd recede from the 


Promiĩſes I had made! Never, never, wou'd 


Henrietta have been thine, cou'd ſhe have 


imagin'd the Fortune that attended her. 


She wrote to him however, and endeavour'd 


as much as poſſible in the Stile of her Letter 


toconceal the Change there was in her Sen- 


timents to his difadyantage. She flatter'd 


him with the hope, that ſhe wou'd find ſome 
way to diſcover the Secret of their Marriage 
to r Father, but bid him wair with Pati-. 
ence the Effect of her Intentions, and not 


think of coming to Paris till ſhe had prepard 3 


for 
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for bis Releption in the manner ſhe ſhou'd 
find moſt proper for their common Intereſt, 
Ambition, which now had taken poſſeſſion 
of her Soul, had inſpir'd Flattery alſo ers, 
and its Companion Deceit. 
Not that ſhe hated Clermo#t ; on the con- 
trary, ſhe had yet very great Remains of her 
former Paſſion for him, whenever ſhe re- 
flected on the Endearments which had paſt 
between them: but then ſhe deſpis'd the 
Meanneſs of his Extraction, = and the 
Thoughts that ſhe had put him | in poſſeſſion 
ofa Title, which gave him the Power, when- 
ever he pleasd to exert it, of calling her 
from the preſent Grandeur of her State, and 
obliging her to live with him in a mean Re. 
tirement ; made all Deſires inſtigated by her 
Affection, immediately give way to that 
new Idol of her Wiſhes, Greatneſs! And 
ſhe more ardently endeavour'd to find ſome 
Stratagem to prevent him from ever ſeeing 
her again, than ſhe had formerly pray'd in 
the Simplicity and Innocence of her Affecti-. 
ons, never to be ſeparated from him. What 
Charms are there in Place and Precedence? 
how little is a young Heart capable of with- 
ſtanding the Pride Which ariſes from an ele- 
vated Station ? Methinks the ſevere Accu- 
ſers of this unhappy Beauty's Conduct, ought, | 
to make ſome little Allowances for 2 
Vouth, want of Experience, and the ſud- 
denneſs with which ſhe was transferr'd 
from one Extreme of Fortune to the Now: 
one 
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None can he aſſur d of the Stability of their 
own Hearts in ſo aſtoniſhing a junQture, -nbr 
how far they might be ſway'd, if liable to 


the ſame Temptations ſhe was. 


But now came on the ſevereſt Tryal of 


her Conſtancy and Virtue, and I cannor for- 


bear telling all who have condemned her 
heine to ſo powerful a Temptation, that 
had they well conſider'd on the many Diffi - 


culties which oppos'd her reſiſtance of it, 
they muſt have judg'd with greater Tender- 


neſs of a Fault, which ſeems almoſt involun- 


tary, by the Circumſtances which occaſion*d 


it; and if the Vin had any part in influen- 
Cing her to act in the manner ſhe did, I am 
afraid there are but few in the World who 
wou'd not have had the ſame weakneſs on 
the ſame, account. r 
The Marquiſs De 4 — 1e made De- 
clarations to her of the moſt paſſionate na. 
ture; he was young, handſome, and well 
accompliſh'd, he ſollicited the Duke to fa- 
vour his Pretenſions, and he was ſo well 
pleas'd with them, that he told Madam De 
Villeſache, ſhemuſt look on the Marquiſs 


asa Perſon he thought fit to make her Hus- 


band. She appear'd like one thunder-ſtruck 
at the firſt motion of it; ſhe fell into Tears, 
ſhe threw herſelf at his Feet, and conjur'd 
him to form no ſuch Reſolution; that ſhe 
wou'd rather chuſe Death than Diſobedience 
to his Commands ; but that the thoughts of 
Marriage with rhe Marquiſs was Fore 
1160 n, 


Fd 


Hell, and not to be ſupported by any Conſi- 
deration whatever. The Duke incens'd at 
her refuſal of what he imagin'd ſhe wou'd 
rather have receiv'd with pleaſure, ſternly 
demanded the reaſon of her Averſion? To 
Which ſhe had nothing to reply, but that 
ſhe thought herſelf too young to enter into 
that State with any Man; and that when- 
ever ſhe did, the Marquifs, tho? ſhe confeſt 
his Merits, was not the fort of Man ſhe 
cou'd be happy with. On which the Duke 
looking on her with all the marks of the ex- 
 tremeſt Diſcontent, anſwer'd what ſhe had 
ſaid in this manner. Your Speech, reſum'd 
he, implies Contradictions, ſuch as I hoped 
you had more Underſtanding than to be 
guilty of. You-firft make your Yourh an Ob- 
jection to Marriage, and immediately after 
pretend to make a diſtinction in Men, which 
might better become the moſt experiencd 
Age: if ignorant of that Paſſion which is a. 
call'd Love, how do you know the Marquiſs o 
is not that ſort of Perſon which can inſpire | of 
it? Theſe nice Definitions cannot be made ot 
by perfect Innocence, and a Heart entirely N 
unprepeſſeſt. I rather fear the Caprice of I 
your Imagination has repreſented ſome infe- ri 
_ rior Object as more worthy your Affections. || ar: 
If it be fo, (continued he frowningly, yer || pe 
more ſeverely) take care you keep the Se- || to! 
. cret from my Knowledge, unleſs you think || ob 
ſo meanly of all I have done, or did deſign to tin 
do for you, as not to dread the 8 5 
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all the Intereſt you have in me. With theſe | 
words he flung out of the Room, leaving 
his Daughter in a conſternation, not to be 
expreſs'd. | | 
She now began to be e convinc'd that Gran- 
deur is not always attended with Happineſs. 
Thar ſudden Glare of Brightneſs, with which 
all her Senſes were in a manner hurry'd and 
overwhelm'd at her firſt quitting the Soli- 
rude in which ſhe had been bred, being 
now leſſen'd by familiarity ; ſhe ſaw with 
open Eyes the perplexity, ſhe was involv'd 
in, and almoſt wiſh'd never to have known a 
more exalted Hope, than being the Wife of 
Clermont; nay, ſhe was half reſolv'd to confeſs 
the whole truth of every thing to the Duke, 
and entteat him only to allow her out of 
that great Settlement he had made her, 
ſome: ſmall. Pittance proportionable to the 
Expectations ſhe was bred to, and permit 
her to return to her Husband. How can 1 


act other wiſe? ſaid ſhe to herſelf. In ſpite 


of che Grandeur to which I am rais'd, in ſpite. 


of the knowledge that Iam the Daughter of 


one of the greateſt and moſt powerful of the 


Nobility, I cannot loſe the memory of what 


Jam beſide: Madam De Yilleſache is Hen-. 
rietta (till, and the Wife of Clermont, nor 
are the Vows L have made him to be diſ- 
pens'd with. As ſhe was in this Dilemma, 
ſome Ladies coming in to viſit her, ſhe was 


oblig'd to defer her Meditations kill another 


time; but in this Company Ts, | became of 
D quite 
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quite another Humour, they were Women 
of the firſt Rank, extremely gay, and had 
the Reputation of being great Wits. W 
Among other Topicks of Converſation, the 
Diſcourſe, happen'd to turn on Love, and 
the extravagant Effects it ſomerimes had the 
power to produce; but that Paſſion was ſo 
much the Ridicule, and the Per ſons who ſuf- 
fer'd themſelves to be ſway'd by it in pre- 
. Judice of their Intereſt, repreſented in fo con- 
temptible a manner, that Madam De Yille- 
ſachg bluſh'd to think how near ſhe had been 
to have been one of them. 7 - 
For my part (aid one of the Ladies) were 
I even married to a Man, who, by being of 
any particular Faction or Party, had for- 
feited his Titles or his Wealth, I ſhould be 

ſo far from being influenced by his Opinion, 
that I would declare myſelf of the contrary 
one, and by entirely abandoning him, pre- 
ſerve. to myſelf thoſe Honours which he 
had Toft by his Polly.-—— Indeed, [aid 
another, I ſhould have no notion of quit- 
ting my, Intereſt in the World, to gratify 
that old-faſhion'd Caprice of Duty to a Huſ- 
band. Husband ! what is a Husband, 
but a Creature that one makes ſo, either be- 
cauſe one has a, mind to his Title, or that 
he can make one a vaſt Jointure for a ſmall 
Fortune; and when one is ſo unlucky to 
find one's Expectations diſappointed by ſome 
ſuch Whim as your Ladyſhip has mention'd, 
all one can do, is to take care of one's ſelf, at 
; 7 either 
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either get good Evidences to prove his Life 
a Forfeit to the Laws, or find ſome Pretence 
to ſue for a Divorce. i 
In this kind of Raillery they paſs'd ſome 
time, which made fo great an Impreſſion 
on the Mind of Madam De YVilleſache, that 
after they had left her, ſhe began rather to 
conſider on the Ills to which ſhe ſhould be 
ſubjected, by diſobey ing the Duke's Com- 
mands, than the Injuſtice ſhe ſhould be 


guilty of in falſify ing her Vows to Clermont. 


Who knows, ſaid ſbe, whether the Duke, 
when he ſhall be told how raſhly I have 
dared to diſpoſe of myſelf, will not wholly 
throw me off without the leaſt means of Sup- 
port; and if ſo, I am too well acquainted 
with the ſordid Avarice of old Clermont, to 
be received into his Family ; his Son, for ha- 


ving eſpouſed me, will rather be turn'd out 


to ſhare the Miſeries in which we ſhall jointly 
be involved. No, *tis mere madnels to 
harbour ſuch a Deſign; — better is it for 
me to obey my noble Father, and retain. 
the Grandeur to which he has rais'd me. 
I knew not what I did when I gave my 
Hand to Clermont; I am not the Perſon I 


imagin'd myſelt to be, nor will he dare to 


murmur at my forſaking one fo infinitely 
unworthy of me, ——— I can make him 
happy ſome other way; and 'tis more his 
Duty to be content without me, than ming 
tomake myſelf wretched wich him. A 
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In this Determination ſhe ſet herſelf. to 
- Shak of the Marqueſs as her furure Huſ- 
band; and when ſhe conſider'd his Riches, 
his Titles, and the Agrecableneſs of his Per- 
ſon, ſhe even diſdain'd herſelf for having he- 
ſitated if ſhe ſhould prefer him to Clermont. 
The next time ſhe ſaw the Duke, ſhe aſſu- 
red him, ſhe was ready to obey his Com- 
mands, in receiving the Marqueſs in the 
manner he deſired ; on which he readily for- 
gave the former Reluctance ſhe had expreſsꝰd 
to it, and every thing being in a ſhort time 
agreed between him and that impatient- 
Lover, the Marriage was ſolemniz'd with 
rhe” utmoſt Magnificence. | 
The Bride had fo well grounded herſelf 
in the Opinion that there was an abſolute 
Neceſlity for what ſhe did, that ſhe felt very 
little Remorſe for it. She thought it con- 
venient, however, to excuſe herſelf in the 
. molt handſome manner ſhe could to her for- 
mer Husband, who, *rwas probable, might 
hear what had happen'd by ſome other hand; 
to which end ſhe ſent him a Letter, the Con- 
tents whereof were as follows, 


- Tomy For-ever od CLERMONT. 
4 - Las! how ill does it become me to 
* {A call you my For-ever-lov'd, when 
Fam this moment roſe from the Bed of a 
© Rival who triumphs in your Rights! 
5 11 fatally have I experienC'd the of 
0 
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of your prophetick Fears, which foreboded 
I ſhould be compelPd to fallify my Vows. 
have, indeed, been compell'd by a 
Power whence chere was no Appeal with · 
© out inevitable Ruin ro us both, to do a 
Deed my Soul abhors. - By Love and Law 
you. only are my Husband, yet has my 
cruel Deſtiny ordain'd it fo, chat another 
muſt wear that Title. Not all my 
Prayers, my Tears could 4e me from 
falling a Sacrifice to this Mock. Marriage; 
and I muſt ſeem the moſt guilty and moſt 
perjur'd of my Sex, if, in kind compaſſion 
to my involuntary Crime, you bury nor 
for ever in Oblivion, the Secret of what 
has paſs'd between us. Tis hard, I 
confeſs, that he who had my firſt Vows, 
and always will retain my Heart, ſhould 
willingly reſign his Right to a ſecond Con- 
tract; yet Fate will have it ſo, or we are 
both undone Tf, after this, you 
think me worthy of any part of that Ten- 
derneſs which once made all my Happi- 
neſs, alleviate my Grief for the Injury I 
have been forc'd to do you, by letting 
me know in what manner I may repair 
it: Would you forſake a Rural Life for one 
at Court, I can procure you a Poſt of Cre- 
dir there. Wou'd the Army ſuit your 
Genius, a Commiſſion ſhall not be wanting. 
; Or, do you chuſe a Life of Buſinels 
and of Trade, you ſhall be furniſh'd with 
: the Means of my Ships to Sea, more 
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LES. 5 ER 0 22 ) | | 
T richly laden than any of our Merchants, — 
Communicate your Wiſhes, and conclude | 


them granted. All the Delight I take 
in that Power and Intereſt this guilty 
Marriage makes me Miftreſs of, is, that it 
gives me opportunity to ſerve my Cler- 
mont; rob me not of that, by obltinately 
refuling to make uſe of it. Believe 1 
ſuffer enough in being depriv'd of you, and 
the Conſciouſneſs of my Crime; and load 
me not with more, by accepting nothing 
in my power to give, — TI would have 
you ſtill be fo much my Husband as to 

command whatever I enjoy, that may be 
of ſervice either to make you happy, or 


of my Diſquiets, by telling me that you 
reſent not with too much Grief or Rage, 
that I can no longer ſubſcribe myſelf your 
faithful Wife, but 
1 Moſt Sincere, and 

© Trul y AﬀeQionate Friend, 


The Kindneſs of theſe Lines was not al- 


together diſſembled, ſhe: ſtill had Affection e- 
nough far him, to be willing to have done him 


any ſervice in her power; and tho ſhe had 


ſuffi- 


teſtify that I took not from you my Heart 
when I withdrew my Hand. — Write to 
me with ſpeed, and eaſe me of one part 


ad wed AY wo 3 1 


ſufficient reaſon to endeavour to allay a 
Reſentment which might be of rhe utmoſt 
Prejudice even to that Grandeur ſhe had 
become guilty of Perjury to maintain, yet 
her Behaviour afterwards was a full Demon- 
ſtration that her Fear was not the chief 
Motive which induc'd her to write in this 
manner. The firſt Impreſſions we have of 
Love, are not eaſily eraſed, tho? the ſudden 
Change of her Fortune, the Pomp and Splen- 
dor of every thing ſhe ſaw, and the Ad- 
dreſſes of Men of high Birth, had made her 
giddy, and unable to look down on an infe- 
rior State; tho? her Fears of the Duke's Diſ- 
pleaſure, join'd. with that Vanity which her 
Exaltation had occaſion'd, made her conſent 
tO be Wife to the Marqueſs De Ab—— 1 5 
yet from the moment ſhe was ſo, Peace was 
a ſtranger ro her Breaſt. She was con- 
tinually accuſing herſelf. — Her Life was 
one perpetual Terror, leſt the Reſent ment, 
or the Love of Clermont, ſhould reveal the 
Secret: of their Marriage, and claim her as 
his Right.— To add to her Diſquiets, 
ſhe receiv'd no Anſwer to her Letter, and 
ſhe look'd on his Silence as an Indication 
that he would not ſo readily be brought to 
pardon her having abandon'd him, as ſhe 
before had hoped..-——— Bur, as if the Hor- 
rors which ariſe from Fear, and conſcious: 
Guilt were not a fufficient Puniſhment for 
her breach of Vow, ſhe had alſo an addition 
to her Misfortunes, which thoſe who were 
15 e 4 
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acquainted with her Jove of Virtue, (how- 


ever the Malevolence of her Deſtiny involv'd 


her, as it were, 10 ſpite of herſelf, in Actions 


contrary to it) were well convinced was the 


moſt terrible of any. 
The good Opinion ſhe had of my Since- 


rity, and the part I took in her Griefs, made 


her conceal nothing from me. We were fitting 
together one Evening in her Chamber, where 
ſhe was entertaining me with the uſual Con- 
verſation whenever we were alone.; among 


other things, I remember ſhe ſaid, Ah! how 


little is reg e capable of chuſing for 
itſelf! Wich what an earneſtneſs have 


1 long'd to know the Secret of my Birth, 


yet in what Misfortunes has the Grant of my 


Requeſt involved me! How much bet. 


ter had it been for me to ha ve remain'd in 


innocent Obſcurity, than to be thus adorn'd 
with guilty Greatneſs!— Ignorant of 


Ambition, and undreaming that I bad any 


7; Pretenſions to a more elevated State, how 
happy might J have paſs'd my Days in plain. 
nels and ſimplicity! — The hurry ing Plea- 
ſures of a Court, the noiſy Vanities that 
dazzled my weak Eyes, have now loſt al! 
their Charms; and I look back on the hum 
ble Tranquillity of my firſt Scenes of Life, 
With an ilnaiey of Regret, to think, _y are. 


Could you then, (replied 1, willing to ſeand * 
the bottom ef her Lag ſhould Fate ordain 
it {40s conſent to quit. your preſent Honours 8. 


diſ- 


2 
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diſrobe yourſelf. of all that Magnificence 
which makes you the Admiration of the 
Crowd, and return to thoſe unnoted Shades 
which bleſsd yourYouth ? — In fine, conti- 
uued I, do you believe you ſhould have been 
more happy, to have refuſed the Marquiſs, 
and by that Action have incens'd your no- 
ble Father to that degree, as to have made 
him ſend you back to Poictou, to live in 
the ſame manner you were educated ?f— 
Do you repent enough of your Inconſtancy 
to Clermont, to wiſh you had done this? 
Alas! reſumed ſhe, is it for one of my Age 
and Sex to turn Cynick? How cou'd I, at- 
ter having known theelegant Delights which 
Wait on Greatneſs, content myſelf with the 
unpoliſh'd Converſations of thoſe who lead 
a rural Life? Could I, when raisd to 
the Title of Madam De Ville ſache, ſub- 
mit to the rude Sports which well enough 
became Henrietta to be a ſharer in? — 
»Tis one thing never to have been rais'd to 
an high State, and a quite different one to 
fall from it to our firſt Meanneſs. * 
Idea's of Things are now more refin'd ; a 
my Notions changed; and what then gave 
me Pleaſure, I could look on now only with 
Pity and Diſdain: Yet, as there requires no 
more to make one happy, than the belief 
one is fo, I then poſſeſs'd that innate Joy, 
and, from my Soul, lament T ever was de- 
prived of it, for wretched Greatneſs, and a 
JJ 
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Wie had long Diſcourſes to this purpoſe, 
by all which J perceived ſhe was ir reſolute, 
wavering, divided between Virtue and Am- 


. bition; her Faults and her Perfections were 
ſo blended, ſcarce could they be diſtinguiſh'd 
from each other, I pitied from my Heart the 
preſent Diſquiets ſhe was in, and thoſe ] fear'd 
her Circumſtances and Diſpoſition would 
hereafter plunge her in. I had not yet ta- 


ken my Leave, when her Page came to in- 
form her, that a young Man plainly habired, 
but that ſeem'd of good Condition, entreated 


admittance on extraordinary Buſineſs: which 


having granted, Clermont, for it was no 
other, was immediately introduced. By 


the Paleneſs which on fight of him was im- 


mediately ſpread o'er her Face, and the ſud- 


den Tremblings of her Limbs, I gueſs'd the 


Name of this unlook'd-for Gueſt ; and think- 
ing it improper to be a witneſs of their Be- 
haviour to each other, roſe up immediately 
and went out of the Room. As ſoon as I 
was gone, (for I was afterward informed at 
fall of all that happen'd) he began to up- 
braid her in the moſt bitter Terms. 
He accuted her of Levity, Injuſtice, Perjury, 


Adultery, and ſet forth the nature of theſe 
Crimes with ſo ſevere a Cenſure of them, 


that unable to ſupport, or to defend herſelf 


from the Truth of theſe Reproaches, ſhe 


ſunk motionleſs at his feet, o'erwhelm'd 
with Fear, and Shame, and conſcious Guilr, 
Rage now gave way to returning Tender- 


1 
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in Thought. 
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neſs in the Breaſt of this injured Husband, 
at fo pity-moving an Object. — He rais'd 
her from the Ground ; and when by opening 
her Garments, and giving her Air, he had. 
brought her to herſelf, embraced her with 
Tears of Love and Grief, begg'd ſhe would 
forgive the haſty Sally of his impatient and 
deſpairing Soul, and vow'd no more by any 
Words or Actions to diſturb her Peace. 
Charm'd with his relenting Fond neſs, and 
by it aſſured of gaining belief of what ſhe 


aid, ſhe proteſted; that though compell'd to 


give her Hand to the Marquiſs, the had ne- 
ver withdrawn her Affections. — That he 
was ſtill more dear to her than all the World. 
That ſhe ſupported not Life, but for the 
hope of making it ſerviceable to him; anda 
thouſand: ſuch like inſinuating and endearing 
Profeſſions, which tho? ſhe had before made in 
the Letter ſhe writ to him withour any great 


effect, now accompanied with ſtrenuous Em- 


braces, Tears, Sighs, and all the Artillery of 
Love's inchanting Force, might have re- 
new'd Deſire in a Heart leſs liable to the 


ſofc Impreſſion than was that of Clermont. 


——Again he languiſh'd for the poſſeſſion of 
her Charms. —Again believ'd her innocent 
| Spite of the World, cried 
he, T am alone your Husband. — And the 
injurious Marquiſs De 4b-——/ls no more 
than an Invader of my Right, — a Raviſher! 
— an Adulterer! But ſince a ſad Ne- 
ceſſity enforces you to own his Title, and 

Fs Es ſub- 


fubmit to this unlawful Marriage, what hin- 
ders but that in private we indulge thoſe 
Joys we are deny'd in publick? — Being 
compelPd to yield to another, takes not off 
the Duty you owe to me. Remember, Hen 
rietta, (for by no other Name ſhall you be 


ever called by me) I am the Maſter of your 


firſt Vows, nor can a ſecond be of any force 
to bind you. You injure me, when re- 


ſigning yourſelf to che Marquiſs, but wrong 


not him, in meeting my Embraces with the 
utmoſt Warmth. | RO 


The Marchioneſs was extremely ſtartled at 


theſe words: She had made uſe of her utmoſt 


- Endeavours to reconcile him, but deſir'd not 


to have gone ſo great a length; at leaſt, ſhe 
thought ſhe did not; but all the Tranſactions of 


this unhappy Lady diſcover'd an Irreſolution, 
Which render'd it impoſſible for her to be 


ſenſible of all ſhe wiſh'd herſelf, or to be cer- 
tain how far thoſe Wiſhes might tranſport her. 


Sbe repreſented to him how infamous it was 
to put two Men at the ſame time in poſſeſſion 
of the ſame Favours. That ſince obliged to 


acknowledge the Marquiſs for her Husband, 
ſhe ought to be juſt to him. That beſides 


an latrigue of this nature could not be car- 
ried on without danger of a Diſcovery, 


Which might be fatal to them all; and begg'd 
he would be convinc'd of her Affection, by 
thoſe Teſtimonies of it, which were conſiſtent 


— 


with Modeſty and Honour. But thoſe who 


imagine that any Arguments were of force 


3 (29) 5 | 
to perſuade ungovernable Man from the 
- gratification of his Deſires, when rais'd to 
» any height, and in his power to obtain, 
muſt be very little acquainted with the Dif- 
poſition of that Seen. 
Clermont was young, vigorous, and doubly 
arm'd with Law and Inclination; the Mar- 
chioneſs was weak, timorous of offending ; 
and, perhaps, not without ſome little Emo- 
tions of the nature of thoſe with which he 


' was fo violently agitated. —In ſhort, he 
Was determin'd to obtain, ſhe unable to re- 
1 fuſe. He triumph'd in his turn over the 


Mla,nrquiſs; and ſhe, a ſecond time, made a 
Forfeit of her Vows. But, oh! how 
unlike to their former ones was this Enjoy- 
ment! Before, as they met only on Terms 
conſiſtent with Virtue and Religion, their 
Endearments were pure, and left no Same, 
no Remorſe on the Spirits: But now, the 
Hurry of wild Delight once over, a heavy 
Melancholy, by Starts, awaken'd the Stings 
of Guilt, took poſſeſſion of their Faculties, 
| eſpecially on thoſe of the doubly offending 
| M.archioneſs: She bluſh'd and wept, and 
would have reproach'd him for the little Con- 
ſideration he ſeem'd to have of her Honour, 
but durſt not, leſt he ſhould think ſhe had 
yielded not ſo much through Love as Fear, 
and by harbouring ſuch an Opinion, convert 
the preſent Tenderneſs he had for her into a 
Reſen ment which might tempt him to undo 
ber. Clermont, on the other hand, felt nothing 
Re Þ 
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of that was Aitisfa ion which * from | 


having the entire poſſeſſion of the beloved 


Object. The Joy was now pall'd by the 
knowledge that he poſſeſt, but what was 
common to another, and who, he cou'd not 


aſſure himſelf did not enjoy it with the 


fame degree of Tranſport which was per- 
mitted him. They conceal'd, however, from 
each other what their Thoughts were on this 


Occaſion, and if they had not a real Fond- 
neſs, each of them diſſembled it fo artfully, 


that the other cou'd not diſcover it from the 


Realit 7. 


Before they parted, Meaſures were laid 


For their frequent Interviews ; which, as a 


place leſs liable to Suſpicion, was order'd 


ſhou'd be at the Houſe of a Perſon, who by 
having receiv'd many Favours from the 
M./jrchioneſs, was entirely attach'd to her. 


For ſome time they manag'd with the 


gms Circumſpection, but frequent E- 
Acapes making them more bold, they grew 


at laſt into a Security which was fatal to 


them: Thoſe Stings alſo which proceed 
from conſcious Guilt, being abated by a con- 
tinued practice of the delightful Sin, they 


ſeem'd to riot without Senſe of Shame, or of 


the Danger to which they were expos'd. But 
as Princes Courts are always full of Spies, 


notice at length was taken that the Marchi- 
oneſs went ſo often abroad without any At- 


tendants, either going with her, or being 
_ order*'d to come to her for her Conduct home. 


The 


31) 

The Wonder 1 this Behaviour occa- 
ſion'd in thoſe of her own Family, ſoon ſpread 
it ſelf in Whiſpers, till ir reach'd the Ears of 
the Marquiſs; Who, unwiliing as he was to 
believe it, took meaſures to aſcertain himſelf, 
which agreed more with the Falian Subtil⸗ 

ty, than che natural Warmth of the French. 
He gave Orders to a Servant in whom he 
very much confided, never to ſtir out of the 

- Houſe, but when he ſaw his Lady go; and 
then, in what manner ſoever {he went, whe- 
ther on Foot, or Coach, or Chair, to take 
care never to loſe fi ight of her, till he ſaw. 
the Place ſheenter'd; after which, he was to 
tarry near it, and obſerve what Perſons went 
in or out, and bring him an exact account. 
The Fellow executed his Commiſſion with 
great dexterity, and related to his Lord all 
he had been able to learn; but the Marquiſs 
wou'd not yet diſcover that he had any Sen- 
timents to the prejudice of her Honour, ei- 
ther to herſelf, or any other Perſon; hut 
commanding the Man to continue his Watch 

| over her, behav'd to her with the ſame free- 
dom and good-humour he had ever done, re- 
ſolving not to break out into Rage till he 
ſhou'd be certain af his Injury, and alſo. 

of the Perſon with whom it was acted. 

But he languiſh'd not long in the Pain of mo- 
ther'd Indignation;; the Spy he employed 
brought him word, that having made an 
enquiry in the 5 hbourhood concerning 
the Reputation of e Houſe, nothing was 

«tr © | more 


. 
more talk'd of, than that it was the Rendez- 
vous of a certain great Lady with her Lo- 
ver. On this, the Marquiſs reſolv'd the next 
time ſhe made an Excurſion of this kind to 
go himſelf, attended by proper Officers, who 


forcing open the Doors, ſhou'd ſurprize and 
. expoſe the guilty Pair. But, contrary to his 


expectat ion, the Marchioneſs now ſtay'd al- 
together at home, or went out but in pub- 
lick, and to ſuch places as he knew of, and 
cou'd not be ſuſpected; and had Accident or 
Reſolution now oblig'd this unhappy Lady 
to have ceas'd giving a looſe to Clermont's 
and her own fond Deſires, ſhe might have yet 
prevented her Diſgrace, and the ſad Cata- 
ſtrophe which ſoon after enſu'd. But the 
Perſon, at whoſe Houſe ſhe had been ac- 
cuſtomed to meer Clermont, being remov'd 
into the Country, ſhe ſought not for any other 
Place of Aſſignation; being, as we have be- 
fore obſer vd. grown by a long ſecurity to de- 
ſpiſe or forget there was a danger in their In- 
ter views, ſhe contriv'd that henceforward he 
ſhow'd attend her at her own Houſe, 


He now viſited her as a diligent Relation, 


but the Privacy with which they were ſhut 
up together, ſoon made the Reaſons they had 
for it, gueſsd at by that diligent Spy over the 
Actions of the Marchionefs. He communi- 
cared his Sufpicions to his Lord, who watch- 


ing his opportunity, came in one. of thoſe un 


lucky Moments, when, moſt free from any 
apprehenſions of their danger, they . 5 
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themſelves i in all the olen Delights of Loves 
Finding the Door lock*d, he not doubtin 
his diſhonogr, forc'd it immediately FW 
and diſcover'd the undone Pair i in a poſture, 
Which cou give them no room to hope. an 
1 6 alow Thie enraged Marquiſs was pre- 
| Pot ng to take his Reveng 8 on the Lives of 
or; but his Wife dreadin þ bis Reproaches 
| rade tt than Death, and in 5 ſudden 
terror of her Soul, no more Eh to be diſ- 
parch*d Idimediaenty' 2 a ſudden ſprin 
upon him: but inſtead of running on his 
Sword, as ſhe intended; fell on his Breaft, 
and glancing ſideways on the extended Wea⸗ 
pon, receiv'd only a flight Wound in her 
Arm ; her 25 e en the execution 
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89 


dimet 7 {toi e 96 nende. bim, 
Ohle my Lord, % he, I conjure you 
hold! ar leaſt del rhe fatal Blow, till you 
have ene me ſpeak : Neither che unhap- 
| 220 Henrietta, 511 myſelf are guilty as we 
em. Long before you had the lealt ! inten- 
by. of making her your Bride, ſhe was m 
. The Weakneſs of her Sex made her 
Kae of diſcoveting this Trürb, and ſupe- 
riot Power. compelPd her to be unjuſt cg me, 
22 inſincere t Jou. 1 was about *, add 
DO EY e eme 


- > 4 W 


. 0 
1 133 ; 


*fomething more, when the Marquiſs inter- 
rupted, by ſaying, Can this be true? Is ſhe 
2 
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her Ambition afterwards. .prevail'd on her 
to renounce thoſe Ties for guilty. Great- 
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Jour Wife > Really and lawfully married? 


neſs, and a Life of Sin. Of Sin indeed! 
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reſum'd ibe Marquiſs: And what, thou 
_ *wretched Woman, cortinu'd he, turning to 
the trembling Fair, what can't thou ſay to 
vindicate thy Crime? Thou Shame, thou 
Scandal of thy Sex. How coud'ſt thou, 

durſt thou impoſe on a Man of my Quality, 

and who lov'd thee with an honeſt and a no. 


1 55 Paſſion? Oh pardon, cry'd ſbe, (falling at 


is Feet) what the Timorouſneſs of my Sex 


Eaforc'd.; Thad no Will to deceive your Af. 


# 
* 


fection but you are not ignorant Who my 


Father is, ner of his abſolute Authority. Did 


be know, (haſtily demanded. the impatient 
De a. le) of your firſt Marriage? Oh no, 


- .continu'd ſhe, if you will vouchſafe to hear 
| MT Will rela 


anſwer 'd ſhe, nor did I dare to tell him. But, 


te at füll my unhappy Story; 


perhaps ir may deſerve your Pity, it not your 


- 


-geance, than by convincing. him ſhe was 


* 
x 
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indeed the Wife of Clermont. On which, 


* 


- 


he repeated all that happen'd to her con- 


cerning 


f the ſacred Ceremony, performed by one 
whoſe Office it only is, can make her ſo, ſhe | 
1 By reply'd: Clermont; howe'er her Fears or 
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.no other means cpu'd hope to eſcape his Ven- 


with ſtreaming Eyes, and fault*ring Accents, 
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een, I 

cerning the Ignorance in which ſhe had been 5 
kept of her Birth; her Education in the lit- 5 
tle Village, the Reaſons which had induc'd 'F 
both herſelf and Clermont to keep their Loves A 
a Secret The Place and Manner in which 1 
they were married Her being brought to 3 
Paris by the Duke—The Rage he was in | 
when ſhe diſcover'd an Averſion to Marri- 's 
age —The Fears which oblig'd her to con- 1 
__ fent——The Terrors ſhe had ſinte endur'd, 5 
both from her Apprehenſions of the Secret | 
being diſcover'd, and the Remonſtrances of 1 
her own Conſcience; omitting nothing of the th 
melancholy Truth from her firſt acquain- 1 
tance with Clermont, to that dreadful Hour . 
in which ſhe gave him this Information 1 
He heard her with leſs diſorder than « 
might have been expected from ſo ſhocking . 4. 
a Circumſtance; but as ſoon as ſhe had fi- ty 
niſh'd what ſhe had to ſay, looking fiercely Wi 

on Clermont; And thou, cry'd he, what haſt 17 
thou to alledge which may excuſe thy impu- # 
dent preſuming to throw Diſhonour on a bi 
Man fo much above thee ? How did'ſt thou . 
dare, while honour'd with my Name and Ti- 1 
tle, to think on her as thy Wife? Why did'ſt [i 
thou not endeavour to forget ſhe ever had [ 
been thine, or by revealing to the World the 4 
horrid Secret, took her entirely to thy ſelf, and . 
rid me of the Shame ? Clermont, who had [i 
been bred only to Country Affairs, and the 1 
Arts of improving Land, had little under- Ti 
ſtanding in thoſe nice Points of Honour, 1 
1 
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which teach Mankind to take the blame of |: 
every Action on themſelves; rather than ex, 
poſe the Foible of the Fair. He was terrify'd - 
at the Anger of the Maxquiſs, and by the 
grandeur of his Air and Mien, and. trem- 
bling with the Conſciouſneſs of his own 
Meanneſs, and the Fears of what Power 
might inflict on him, he again fell on his 
Knees, implor'd Forgiveneſs, and endea- 
vour d to excuſe himſelf, by ſaying, That he” 
came to Paris with no other Reſolution 
than to claim his Right, and prove himſelf 
the only lawful Husband of Henrietta; but 
that her Tears and Prayers had won him 
from his Purpoſe. E FE tes TED 
The Diſdain with which, the Marquiſs 
. Took'd on him, was equal to:the Hate with 
which he regarded the diſconſolate Marchi- ' 
oneſs; but having walk'd three or four times 
haſtily about the Room, ruminating oa 
what was beſt for him to do, he proceeded 
in this manner: He call'd two or three of | 
his Servants, and order'd them to diſpoſe | - 
' Clermont in the City Priſon, till he ſhould _.|_ 
have prov'd his Marriage; which, he told 
him, if he did ſoon, he ſhou'd find him wil- EY 
ling to-pardon the Affront he had receiv'd | 
from him. Clermont wou'd very fain have 
avoided the Confinement, aſſuring the Mar- | 
quiſs by many Oaths, that it he might be | 
permitted to go in Perſon to Poiclou, he | 
wou'd return in a ſhort time with the Fry 
ur, who had join'd their Hands; but 
| | . 


3 


A Ie wou'd not conſent” to that, at 
leaſt, at preſent; tho? he gave him hope of 
obtaining his Requeſt, when he ſhou'd have 
made Oath of what he had declar'd before a 
_ Magiſtrate, and then be accompany'd with 
Officers who wou'd take care he ſhou'd not 
eſcape their hands till the whole Matter was 
decided; in the mean time he gave him his 
Promiſe, he ſhou'd find no other Severity 
than being depriv'd of his Liberty. He 
had no remedy but Obedience, and ſub- 
mited himſelf to be conducted by the Ser- a 
e FRI e - 
The poor Marchioneſs ſtood all this while 
|| motionleſs, and in a manner ſtupid with her 
Griefs ; ſhe ſaw one of her Husbands ſent to 
Priſon by the other, yet attempted not any 
thing, either ro mitigate the Sufferings of 
the firſt, nor the Indignation of the latter. 
The truth is, ſhe was too much taken up 
with the Apprehenſions of what might be- 
fall herſelf, ro have any great Conſideration - 
of the Perplexities her fatal Love had in- 
J. T ĩ 
Clermont was no ſooner carry'd out of the 
| Room, than the Marquiſs De 4116 
turning to her; Baſe as you are, ſaild he, I 
will not thruſt you from my Houſe with the 
Indignity your Behaviour merits from me; 
but believe not I pay this Regard to yourſelf, 
but to your Sex, and the condition you are in, 
(for ſhe was then great with Child) but pre- 
ſume not on my Indulgence to ſtay _ a” 
Kg | oof - 
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| Roof you have ſo 10800 diſhonour'd, any 
longer than you can provide yourſelf with a 


Place, to which you may retire, with ſome lit - 


tle part of that Decency which is owing to the 
Character you have born, tho? unworthily. 


Hle gave her not the opportunity of mak ing 


any Reply, but as ſoon as he had ſpoke theſe 


words, went haſtily out of the Chamber, 
| leaving her in a condition, fuch as all deſcrip- 
tion wou'd fail to repreſent. All that can 


be conceiv'd of, Shame, of Fear, of Remorſe, 


and Horror, join'd their Forces in the Breaſt 


of this unhappy Lady, to make one nameleſs, 


one conſummate Wee, 


What cou'd ſhe do, what Remedy find out 
to ſnelter her from che approaching Storm? 


What hope cou'd ſhe now entertain, that 


her whole future Life wou'd not be a con- 


tinu'd Series of Miſery, Reproach, and In- 


famy? To whom cou'd ſhe have recourſe 
for Protect ion or Advice? Her Father was 


the only Refuge ſhe had left, and the 


a of meeting his Eyes, thus fallen, 


thus oſt, thus unworthy of the indulgent 


Care he had taken of her, was more terrible 
than Death ir ſelf. A thouſand times did ſhe 


wiſh to be no more, as often attempted to 


lay violent Hands on her own Life; but that 
Timorouſneſs, and want of Reſolution, 
which had ſway'd her former Actions, pre- 


vented her from being ds of this Crime; 
A8. aue Poet Vs | 
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So 


— 


1 
She Je wiſh 70 1. but aun, not Death 


"endure; 
 Dreaded the Medcine, th defi Pda the 
Cure. 5 


Tis certain, no Agony of Soul ever ex- 
weed hers; if ſhe was greatly blameable, 
ſhe was allo greatly :Mifted, and tho her 

Enemies wou d haye it that her Griefs pro- 
ceeded more from the diſcovery of the 
Crime, than from the Crime itſelf, yet 
thoſe who were permitted to an Intima- 
70 5 her, are of another Opinion; and 
om ſome melancholy words , which ſhe 
13 has been heard frequently to let fall, when 
in the height of her imagin'd Happineſs, 
maintain, that ſhe had a ſecret Remorſe 
within, Which made her extremely trou- 
bled,. that ſhe Was as it were conſtrain d 
by the neceſſity of 5 r Affairs to be leſs inno- 
cent than ſhe defir'd to be. This with 
_ * Truth, may be ſaid of her, That had her Lot 
Fa been calt-in an eaſy: Road of- Life, ſhe had, 
3 doubtleſs, paſt it Withas little Offence as ma- 
— 2 bl thoſe who are eſteemed the moſt Vir- 
rug ut et happy Stars, expoling her 
10 1 8 which render a 12 25 extremely = 
glorious,or e Y rare ed, accordingto 
the Fortitude with which they are ſuſtain d, 
The became the latter, meerly through the 
want. of, that, not an innate Propenſity ro 


Vice, as ſome have been uncharitable enough 
to believe. 
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. Nordoes any thing, I think, plead more 


in the defence of what I have ſaid; than the T : 


exceſſive Shame with which . ſhe was over- 

 whelavd:; She bluſh'd at the fight of her 
own Women, and when any of them came to 
attend her with things neceſſary, ſhe held 
her Handkerchief to her Eyes, concealing 
her Face as much as poſſible even from them. 

The Meekneſs of her Diſpoſition was evi- 
dent, in that ſhe burſt our into no Exclama- 
tions; accus'd not Fate of her Misfor- 
tunes, but in dumb Sorrow, ſpeechleſs Grief 
alone demonſtrated her fad Deſpair. , 


* 


— 
— 


— - 


choly Hiſtory: The Marquiſs De 4b——/le 


Went from her Chamber immediately to the 
"Duke's Palace, and acquainted him with the 

- Diſcovery he had made. A Peal of Thunder 

burſting in an inſtant o'er his Head, and ſhat- 
tering all beneath its force, cou'd not ha ve 


been more terrible to the aftoniſh'd Father 
than theſe Tidings. The Stateſman, rhe 

| Philoſopher, the great Prince, were for ſome 
Moments extinguiſh'd, in him. He ask da 
thouſand incoherent Queſtions ; repeated the 
ſame words over and over; ſeem'd ſome- 
times to doubt the truth of What he heard, 


. * 


at others to join with the Marquiſs in the 8 ZH 
Invect ives he made againſt the fair Tran | 


| greffor. Althis Aﬀtions, all his Speeches de--. 
noted an 'exceffive Love, and an exceſſive 


'_ (Grief. After aJong Converſation, he wou'd 


needs go wich the Marquiſs to his Houſe: The 55 
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Marquiſs attended him thither, and to the 
Chamber of the undone Beauty; but en- 
treated he would excuſe him from going in, 
not being able, he ſaid, to reta in in her Pre- 
ſeace that Moderat ion he wou'd wiſh always 
to preſerve. The Duke made no Reply, but 
paſs'd on, where he found that ruin'd Crea- 
ture proſtrate on the Floor; the noiſe he 
made in comiag in, rouz'd her from that Le- 
'T rhargy. of Thaught ſhe had been in, and 
'F perceiving who it was that enter'd, with 
ſtreaming Eyes, and the moſt pity-moving 
and dejected Air, ſhe rais'd herſelf upon her 
Knees, and wou'd have ſpoke, but Shame 
permitted not the Power; and her affrighted 
Soul not daring to iſſue at her Eyes or Ears, 
ſhrunk back, and for a Moment loſt all its 
Faculties. She fell. motionleſs at his Feet, 
happy in a ſhort Ceſſation from the Miſeries 
of Senſe. Her Attendants being call'd, ſne 
_. was immediately brought to herſelf; but the 
ſad condition ſhe was in, diſarming the Duke 
I of all that Indignation wich which he came 
I full charg'd, and converting every ſtormy. 
Thougnt to ſoft Compaſſion, he bid her riſe 
and be of comfort. Nay, ſo far was he 
_ | .. tranſported by his paternal Tenderneſs, that 
. | (perceiving ita pain to her toſpeak, he ſpar'd 
. | + her Modefty the Shame of repeating her 
- |- own Faults, by giving her in a few words 
. the ſum of them, as they had been report- 
| ed to him by the Marquiſs; and com- 
I. - manding her to contradict whatever, _ 5 
e | „% V 1. 
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Malice or ſudden Paſſion he had accus'd her 
with: But her Silence and her Tears convin- 


cing him, that all he had ſaid had been but 
too much Truth, he appear'd infinitely 
troubled, tho? in pity to her Deſpair he for- 
-bore to let her ſee how much. He ſate ſome 


little time in the Room with her, without 
ſpeaking ; after which, he ſtarted up, as com- 
ing out of a deep ſtudy, and bid her prepare 
-herſelf to go with him. Since unworthy, 
ſaid he, of remaining in the Houſe of the 
Marquis De 4b———1le as Miſtreſs of it, 


I have ſtill too much concern for your Re- 


poſe, to ſuffer you to ſtay in it as a Priſoner. 


1 oblig'd you to come into it, becauſe I 
thought it was for your Intereſt and Honour, 
but am as much deſirous you ſhou'd remove, 


hen you no longer can expect to be treated 
with any thing but Inſults. As much ſatiſ- 
faction as in ſuch Circumſtances cou'd be 
felt, the Marchioneſs was ſenſible of at theſe 


Words: She was at the utmoſt loſs, where 
to retire to avoid the Upbraidings of her 
injur'd Lord, and a Place where ſhe had 


been ſo honour'd, ſo efteem'd, and was 


fallen to a State ſo much the contrary. _ 
Ihe Duke left her to prepare for her De- 


parture, and went to the Marquiſs, who 


was. very well pleas'd that he had taken on 


him the Care of her Removal. After ſome 


little Converſation between them, the for- 


mer ſent to know if ſhe Was ready; which 
Che teſtified, by coming immediately down 


Stairs, 


1 «$A _ 4 dt. 
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stairs, on which he led her to his Coach, 


which was order'd to drive to the next Mo- 
naſtery, where he plac'd her as a Boarder 
till thg. Affair between her and the Mar- 
le ſhou'd be decided 


of ſuch Cauſes, © 


No had ſhefull Liberty to indulge Con- 


templation, which Exceſs of Shame had be- 


fore interrupted, while in her own Houſe, 


and inthe Preſence of her Servants, in whoſe 
Eyes ſhe imagin'd to have read nothing but 


Contempt. She ſer herſelf now to reflect 


with Reaſon on all that had happen'd to her, 
and obſerving with what a ſweet Serenity 


the holy Siſters liv'd, how free from all the 


Cares, the Temptations, and Cenſures of 


the World, ſhe reſolv'd, as ſoon as ſhe ſhou'd © 
be brought to Bed, to enter herſelf among 


them for the remainder of her Life; and as 


ſhe was of a Diſpoſition the moſt eaſy in 
the World to receive an Impreſſion, the ele. 


gant and perſuaſive Deſcriptions which the 


Abbeſs and Nuns gave her of their manner 
of Life, made her long to ſee herſelf in a a 
condition to become a profeſs'd Religienſe, 
She had now no longer a Concern for the In- 


dignation of the Marquiſs Do 4——— lk; 


nor for what might happen to Clermont; 


ſhe was for a time entirely diveſted of all 
Cares, and never had thought herſelf under 
greater Obligations to the Indulgence of the 
Duke, than ſhe now = for having as = 
614 0 I ner 


* 


=. Cue 5 | 
her to a Place of fo much perfect Hap- 


Pines. 


But while ſhe was thus in her own Mind 
gratefally applauding the Choice he had 
made for her, his Thoughts were taken up 


wich other Views: He ſtill lov'd her e- 
nough to have retriev'd her Character, if 
there had been a Poſſibility of it; but ſince 
there was not, he made it his whole Endea- 


vour that the Child ſhe went with ſhould 


be excluded from the Title and Eſtate of the 


Marquiſs De 4———//e. But there being 
no hope of bringing ſuch a thing about, by 
reaſon that both Clernont and herſelf had 


confeſs'd a premier Martiage; he labour'd 
ro make their Declaration paſs for the Effect 


of Fear. He ſent underhand a Perſon to 


bail Clermont from Priſon, and having made 


him be brought before him, he examin'd him 
carefully as to the Particulars of their Mar- 
riage and being inform'd of it at full, 
and finding no Perſon but the Fryar, who 
per form'd the Ceremony, had been witneſs 


. of it; a Meſſenger was immediately dif: 


patch'd to bring him to Paris, whence he 
was ſent by the Duke's Orders to à Planta» 
tion the French have in the J/e/?- Indies: nor 


had he any other reaſon than to be fatisfied 


with his Voyage; the Duke provided every 
thing for him in a very handfome manner, 
and the Life he expected to lead in the Place 
where he was going, infinitely more eaſy 
and luxurious than that of his Convent. 4 


. . 

The only Perſon who had it in his power 

to confirm the Truth of this Marriage, be- 
ing gone, the Duke thought it wou'd be an 
eaſy thing to render what Clermont and 
Henrietta had faid, appear but as a Piction, 
| which they had form'd by Way of Excuſe, 

to alleviate the Rage of the Marquils 
De 4b———/lz. No Perſon neither en- 
tering the Chamber with him when the 
Lovers were ſurpriz'd ; he was not without 
ſome hope, that for want of Witneſſes, the 
Marquiſs wou'd not be able to procure a 
Divorce: To prevent which, he ſends again 
for Clermont, and by Threatnings, mix'd 
with great Promiſes, prevail'd with him to 
come into his Deſign. After this, he viſited 
Henrietta at the Monaſtery, and repreſent- 
' ing to her, how indiſcreer ſhe had been in 
declaring to the Marquiſs her former En- 
gagement, and at the ſame time letting her 
fee there was a Poſſibility for her to retrieve 
her Character, by denying all ſhe had con- 
feſs'd, and declaring before the Judges, that 
ſhe had been but compell'd by her Fears to 
accuſe herſelf wrongfully ; he won ſo much 
on the natural Inſtability of her Temper, 
as to make her quit all thoſe Deſires ſhe 
had ſo lately entertain'd of forſaking the 
World, and again wiſh to ſhine in the ſame 
Sphere ſhe had done. © e 
She had but one ObjeRion left, and that 
was occaſion'd by her Fears, that if ſhe car- 
ry'd the Point againſt her Husband by * 
5 > 


- 


6 
he would uſe a Wife, whom the want of open 
Proof would not make appear leſs guilty in 
. his eyes, in a manner which might in ſome 
meaſure revenge himſelf. She conceal'd not 
her Apprehenſions. from the Duke; but he 
immediately eas'd her of them, by telling 
her, that if he treated her ill, ſhe had a Pre- 
tence to make Complaint to the ſame Court 
to which he now applied againſt her, and, 
at the worſt, could oblige him to allow her 
a ſeparate Maintenance, according to her 
Quality. He that ſo often had gain'd 1 
the moſt difficult Points in Council, Where 
the Intereſt of Nations lay at ſtake, could © 
not fail to influence to think as he did, Aa 
weak Woman, his Daughter, and who had 
the Inſtigations of her own Advantage, as 
well as thoſe of her Duty to him, to work 
her to a Purpoſe in which ſhe knew he con- 
| ſulted only ber Honour and Intereſt. _ 
7 _ *Tis certain, indeed, that nothing could 
more demonſtrate the Tenderneſs he had 
for her, than the Care and Pains he took in 
this Affa ir; and tho* no Man, perhaps, that 
ever liv'd, had more the Care of the State 
upon him, and a greater variety. of Buſi- 
neſs, of the utmoſt conſequence, not only to 
himſelf, but the whole Kingdom in general; 
yet did he not forget the moſt minute Par- 
ticular that he thought might be of ſervice - 
to hinder the Marquiſs from obtaining a Di- 
vorce. He gave his Inſtructions in Writing 
both to Heur ietta and Clermont, how they 
r 3 4 
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were to plead for themſelves before the 


Judges; whom he alſo, before hand, prepoſ- 


ſeſs'd in her favour, by all the prevailing 
Arguments of rich Preſents, and large Pro- 
miſes of his Intereſt, Whenever call'd upon 


* 


met him there and incurr'd it. 


The Marquiſs, on the other hand, though 
he imagin'd not that either of them had a 
deſign to deny what they had already un- 


ask'd ſurpriz'd him with the confeſſion of, 
yet was very well apprized, that the Duke 
would omit nothing which might ſerve to 
make her be thought leſs criminal than ſhe 


was in reality; was reſolved, in oppoſition, 


to let no Proof of her Guilt be ſmother'd: 
That Servant, whoſe Induſtry had made the 
firſt diſcovery of her Falſhood, was employ'd 


in ſearch of thoſe Perſons whoſe Houſe had 
been the Place of Aſſignation with Cler- 


Mont, at his firſt coming to Paris. Not 
only the Miſtreſs of the Family, but her 


Children and Servants were ſummon'd to 
appear in Court, under a Penalty of conſi- 


derable value; though not ſo grear, but that 


the Duke could eaſily have given more to 


purchaſe their abſence, than they would 


have forfeited by not being preſent. But this 


was a Particular of the Conduct of that un- 
fortunate Lady, that he had not been made 


acquainted with; nor did ſhe herſelf once re- 
flect on the Danger of it, any more than when 
yielding all to the Deſires of Clermont, ſhe 


Thus 


— 


1 
Thus were both Parties employ'd, and tis 
hard to ſay, which labour'd moſt either on 
the vindictive or defenſive Side. The Duke 
thought he owed to the Memory of that 
dear Perſon who brought Henrietta into the 
World, his utmoſt Endeavours to preſerve 
her Child from Infamy : Nor was the Mar- 
quiſs De 4b—— le without Motives for 
expoling her, which were, perhaps, yet more 
juſtifiable. She had impoſed on him by a 
Second Marriage, and not content with that, 
had admitted che mean Partner of her firſt 
Bed, to ſhare with him in a Husband's 
Rights, after ſhe became his: She was now 
with Child, he could nor be certain by him- 
ſelf; and this ſuſpected Offspring of polluted 
Love, mutt be the Heir of his Poſſeſſions, 
Name, and Title, had not, as he thought, 
a ſeaſonable Detect ion flatter'd him with 
the hope of delivering himſelf from ſo great 
a Misfor tune. 150 
The beautiful Occaſion of theſe Turmoils, 
now in a manner reconciled 'to her. Faults, 
by the hope that in a ſhort time none would 
be allowed the Privilege to accuſe her of 
them, began now to reſume her former 
Gaiety of Air and Deportment; talk'd of no- 
thing but the clearing of her Innoceace even 
before thoſe Perſons in whoſe preſence her 
Deſpair had utrer'd enough to make them 
think ſhe was far from being ſo. All her 
Deſires of ſecluding herſelf from the World, 
were now entirely baniſh'd: the Court, 
5 Balls, 


* 


; „ 
Balls, Opera's, Shows, and Aſſemblies, now 
took up her Thoughts. She long'd for theTrial 
coming on, that ſhe might return to thoſe 
| Diverſions in which ſhe again believ'd all 
the Joys of Life conſiſted. At length the 
long- expected Day arriv'd, which was either 
to detect or clear her; but ſhe not dreading 
the former, being aſſured by the Duke her 
Father of the contrary, welcom'd with joy 
the riſing Sun, which ſhe depended would 
ſee her re-eſtabliſhed in all that Grandeur 
her Soul was ſo much devoted to. She ap- 
pear'd at the Bar habited in white Sattin, 
as an Emblem of her Innocence, and richly 
adern'd with Jewels, in token of the Aſſu- 
rance ſhe had within herſelf, that ſhe ſhould 
not be found unworthy of the Dignity which 


entitled her to wear them. 


Tue Marquiſs having prefer'd his Com- 
plaint, ſhe was call'd to make her Defence; 


in ͤ which ſhe fo exactly obſerved the In- 


ſtructions given her by the Duke, not only 
abſolutely denying that ſhe had ever been 
married to any other Perſon, but alſo, that 
ever ſhe knew what 'twas to have a tender 
Sentiment for any other Man: Not that 


(/aid ſbe, ſoft ning her Poice a little from © | 


that haughty Accent with which ſhe had 
began) 1 believe my Lord took a Reſolution. 
to accuſe me of ſo abhorr'd a Crime, be- 
cauſe he hared me ; on the contrary, I think 
myſelf indebred for this Misfortune to the 
Exceſs of his Love. He found me, tis 

8 | H | _ CET» 
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certain, in my Bed-chamber, with a young 
Man who was a ſtranger to him; by ſome. 
Accident the Door fell to, and lock'd, and I. 
being earneſt in Diſcourſe, heard him not 
till he broke it open and enter'd. — Jea- 
louſy immediately took poſſeſſion of his Soul ; 
he raged, —-branded me with the fouleſt 
Names, —drew his Sword. -— I, frighted, 
trembling, fell on my Knees, and faid I knew 
not what; but ſure I am, I neither talked 
of Love or Marriage, nor could imagine that 
jealous Frenzy could have ſo far tranſported 
him, to the undoing of an innocent Woman 
who had no Wiſh but to pleaſure him. 
Her whole Speech contain'd fo ſubtle an 
Infinuation, and her Looks fo artleſs an In- 
nocence, that three Parts in four of the 
Aſſembly were deceiv'd by it into an opinion 
of her being wrong'd. But with what words 
can be deſcribed the Rage, the Aſtoniſhment 
of the injured Marquiſs, to hear her with ſo 
much Confidence deny what with an equal 
appearance of Penitence ſhe had to himſelf 
confeſsd: He was opening his Mouth to 
vent ſome part of the o'er-boiling Paſſions 
which that moment agitated his Soul, bur 
the Judges made a Sign to him to be ſilent 
till the Accuſed had done ſpeak ing. 
She was then ask'd the Name of the young 
Man, how long ſhe had been acquainted with 
him; and what were the Reaſons which had 
induced her to entertain him in her private 
Chamber. The two former of theſe Queſ- 
5 tions 


* 


tions ſhe anſwer'd with ſincerity; and to 


the latter, ſhe ſaid, That having a deſire to 


be informed of ſome things relating to the 
Perſon with whom ſhe had been educated, 
ſhe made choice of that Room as more at 


diſtance from the Gallery where her Pages 


waited, who might, perhaps, have had the 
curioſity to liſten, e 

On this ſhe was order'd to withdraw, 
and Clermont, the other accuſed Perſon, 
was called; who being queſtion'd in much 


the ſame manner, anſwer'd alſo as ſhe had 


done; neither of them failing in the Direc- 
tions they had received from the Duke. The 
Marquiſs then mov'd, that he ſhould be ask*d 
how long he had been in Paris before he 
ſurprized him in the Chamber of the Mar- 
chioneſs. He was a little at a loſs at this 
Demand, not having it in his Brief from the 
politick Duke; and after ſome time for Con- 
ſideration, replied, About three or four Days. 
His Examination being paſs'd, the Marquiſs 
produced his Witneſſes, who were no leſs 
than ſeven; and all depoſed upon Oath, that 
for more than four Moaths before that time, 
he had continual - Interviews with the Mar- 


chioneſs, at the Houſe before-mention'd, in 


which the watchful and faithful Spy of 
the Marquiſs had ſo frequently ſeen her 
Se . | Ie. 

This Evidence entirely deſtroy'd all the 
favourable Impreſſions both the Judges and 
whole Aſſembly had before received of her 
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| . 
Innocence. They found it no difficulty 
to declare her guilty of that part of the 
Accuſation which related to the having 
Wrong'd the Bed of the Marquiſs; but as 
to her former Marriage with the other, there 
being no plain Proof of it, they could not by 
Law make it out, that ſhe never had been 
the real Wife of the Marquiſs, tho? her Be- 
haviour ſince gave them now a juſt Pretence 
to cancel that Title. e 
Atſter this, there aroſe a ſecond. Diſpute 
concerning the Child ſhe went with. The 
. Marquiſs alledg'd, That fince convicted of 
Adultery, it would be moſt unjuſt to ſuffer, 
a ſpurious Iſſue to inherit the Name and 
Title of an honourable Family. But whe- 
ther they thought ſuch a Proceeding would 
be illegal; or whether they fear'd to incur. 
the Diſpleaſure of the Duke, by complying 
with his Deſires in nothing, is uncertain : 
but they granted that favour to the unborn 
Infant, which all the Mother's Charms could 
not obtain. They teſtified, however, the 
_extremeſt Regret, that they were compell'd 
by 10 Statutes of the Kingdom, and the 


Strength of the Evidence, to pronounce her 
Guilty ; and to alleviate as much as poſſi... 
ble the Severity of that Sentence, they or- 
der'd that her whole Fortune ſhould be re- 
ſtored ; that ſhe ſhould retain all the Jew- 
eb, fine Plate, and Furniture which had 
been bought by the Marquiſs ſince his Mar- 
rage; and that if the Child, which was ex». 


7 


x8 


| (830 ; 
ected to be born of her, proved a Son, de 
ould {till continue to wear the Title of 
Marchioneſs De 4b lle. 7 
The Duke, who ſat all the time to bear 
the Trial, tho' he would not appear to have 


a ny Laereſt i in the Deciſion, gave the Judges 


his Thanks for having decreed with ſo much 
Candour: But the Marquiſs was outra- 
geous, and ſcarce, in the extremiry of his 
Fury, could reſtrain himſelf from openly ac- 
culing them with that Corruption which 
many others, beſide himſelf, imagin'd them 
to have been guilty of in this Affair. They 
endeavour'd to pacify him as well as they 


were able, by aſſuring him they had done 


nothing but what was conſonant to Law. 
And to make his Revenge ſome Reparation 
for the Diſappointment it had receiv'd in 
their Decree in favour of his Wife, they 
doom'd poor Clermont to three Years Impri- 


ſonment, and a Fine of a thouſand Lexis, 


D'Ors. 


After this, the Court broke up, and every : 
one was obliged to be content with what 


had . paſs'd. The Duke, according as he 
had promis'd Clermont, ſupplied him in his 
— — with all things neceſſary to 
make it eaſy; and aſſured him, that When, 


the time was expired, he would pay the Fine 


iaflicted on him: But that unhappy Youth. 


liv'd not to experience his Generolity. His 


RTE going into his Chamber one Morn- 
ing 
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ing to bring his accuſtomed Proviſion, found 
him dead in his Bed; not without ſome 
_ ſuſpicious Marks of being poiſon'd : But whe- 
ther ir were ſo, or not; or if it were, if by 
- himſelf, or any other Perſon, as none cou'd 
report it for; a Certainty, fo none cared to 
make mention what their Conjectur es were 


on it. *Tis ſure, that the Duke was hardly 


thought on concerning it, but the one was 


too Mean, and the other too Great to have 
the matter examin'd into; he was privately 


buried, and the Buſineſs huſh'd up. 


The Marchioneſls De 4b —— le, or 


Madam Ville ſache, (the Birth of her Child, 


which ſhe now grew very great with, cou'd 
only determine by which of theſe Titles 


_ ſhe was hereafter to be diſtinguiſh'd) having 


now entirely quitted all thoughts of a mona- 


. ſtick Life, retired to the Houſe of a Lady, 
call'd Madamoiſelle Ja Moreille, one with 
whom ſhe had been extremely intimate, and 


who by the Gaiety of her own Humour, and 
the Encouragement {he gave to the Viſits of 
thoſe of who were lovers of Gallantry, was 
a proper Perſon to divert that Melancholy, 


which having been detected in one part of 
the Marquiſs's Accuſation had involv'd her 
in. | She refolv'd to tarry with her till after 


ſhe was brought to Bed, The Death of 


Clermont gave her ſome little Trouble, but it 


was ſoon alleviated by the Entertainments 


which were daily made her by Madamoiſelle 
and her Companions; and ſtill as thought- 


leſs 


— 


— 
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tek as ſhe had ever been, in the preſent En- 
. Joymeats, loſt all Memory of former Diſcon- 
tents; nor trembled at what might be the 
future Conſequence of her paſt Actions. Un- 


happy Woman ! whoſe greateſt Crimes were 
her Indolence and Irreſolution; becauſe from 


them all the others ſhe. became guilty. of, 
were deriv'd : She little apprehended the 


Danger of an Enemy, ſuch as ſhe had made 
the Marquiſs De 4b lle, nor thought 
it in his power to do more than he had 
already attempted in vain. So common 
is it for the Uafortunate to be leaſt ſafe, 
when moſt they imagine themſelves ſo. 

Never was Indignation, Hatred, and the 


Deſire of Revenge, arriv'd at a greater height 


than in the Breaſt of the Marquiſs. He had 
heard himſelf, before a Court of Judicature, 
branded as a Perſon who to get rid of his Wife, 


had falſly accus'd her ofa Premier Marriage; 


and tho” convicted of Adultery, oblig'd, not 
only to return to that Wife all that he had 
receiv'd in Dowry with her, but alſo all 


thoſe Preſents which his laviſh Love had: 
made her ſince his fatal Union with her. But 
that which was moſt gnawing to his Soul, 


was the Thoughts that ſhe was with Child, 
and that his Name, and Title, and Poſſeſli- 


ons muſt devolve on an Heir which he be- 


liev'd an utter Stranger to his Blood, and 


Whom he doubly hated for being hers. Ra- 

ther, ſaid he, to himſelf, let my Eſtate be 

Pres out 1a Charicable Donations: Let 
_ "rao 


* 


* a Auer ett — — — HAY _ 
RE 
Sa 


The Marquiſs had notice of the little Jour- 
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ir be fold to ſupport foreign Wars, or build 
magnificent Edifices at home: Nay, let the 
Earth cleave, and ſwallow in a tremendous. 


Chaſm the fruitful Fields which call me 


Lord: Let the Name periſh, and no Me- 
maory remain of our once noble Family, ra- 
ther than have ir be ſupported by the deteſted 
Offspring of that vile Adultereſs. In this 
manner did he torment himſelf with unavail- 


ing Rage; ſometimes exclaiming on the 
Falſhood of his Wife; at others, on the par- 


tial Favour of the Duke, and Corruption of 


the Judges. He look'd on himſelf as the 
moſt Wrong'd Perſon in the World, and 


thought he ſhou'd be reflected on as he 
tameſt and moſt mean-ſpirited too, if he 


ſufſer'd this Impoſition ro go on without 


Revenge. 


Having thus refolv'd to diſappoint the 
Hopes of thoſe who had join'd in the. De- 
ceit, the aiding Fiends which had poſſeſſion 
of his Breaſt, foon inſpir'd him with the 


Means at once to do that, and at the ſame 


time perpetrate his Vengeance on the chief 
Author of his Misfortunes, the unhappy Mar- 
chionefs. me 8 5 


S She was going one Day on a Party 
of Pleaſure with Madamoiſelle Ja Moreille, 


and a young Gentleman, who made his Ad- 


dreſſes to that Lady. They were in a Coach, 


and attended but by one Footman, becauſe 
they intended to be as private as they cou'd. 


ney 


F 


en) | 

ney they intended to make, and with two of 
his Servants, in whom he cou'd confide, well 
arm'd and mounted, overtook the Coach a- 
bout five Miles from Paris; their Intent 
being to go to a little Village, call'd Ronen, 


ſome four Miles farther. The Marquiſs 
and his Attendants were muffled in their 
Cloaks, and had Vizors on: When one of 


them therefore rode up and ſtopt the Horſes, 


that the Coach ſhou'd not proceed, they 


Were judg'd to be Highway Robbers, and 
thoſe within were plucking out their Purſes, 
knowing Reſiſtance wou'd be vain. But they 
were ſoon eas'd of this Fright, by being 

ut into a worſe ; when the Marquiſs com- 


ing to the Boot, and thruſting his Arms 


into the Coach, ſeiz d on his Wife; crying, 
it is this Woman only we have Buſineſs with, 
with ſo much Suddenneſs and Strength, that 


tho“ Madamoiſelle 4a Moreille catch'd hold 


of her Garments to prevent him from drag- 


ging her out; and the Gentleman who ac- 


company d them drew his Sword in her De- 


fence ; the one was too weak, and the other, 


in that poſture, unable to make a Paſs at the 
Marquiſs, before he had her in his Arms on 
horſeback ; which, as ſoon as he had, all 


the three rode away with an. almoſt incre- - 
dible Swiftneſs, and were immediately loſt 
ſight of in a Cloud of Duſt. The Lady's 
Shrieks, and the Danger to which th. y faw 
her expos'd, made them purſue the Track 


1 her 
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N Raviſhers had taken; but alas ! they had 
no Saddle-Horſes, and it cowd not be ex. 
pected that a Coach cou'd overtake them. 
Beſides, they perceiv'd a great Wood at ſome 
\ diſtance, into which, they doubted not, but 
ſhe was carry'd: The Paths Which led 
to ix being inacceffible any other Way 
than on Foot, or on Horſeback, they were 
oblig'd to light; they wander'd up-and 
down a conſiderable- time, without being 
able to diſcover any thing of what they 
| 1 — 55 where, let us leave em for a while, 
and ſee in what manner the cruel Marquits 
executed the Revenge he had 1 to 
A 
The Marchioneſs, who, from the mo- 
ment ſhe was taken from the Coach, knew 
who it was that had done it, ſhrickd out, 
and wou'd have ſpoke his Name, but he 
prevented her by ſtopping her Mouth, till 
the was out of hearing of the Coach. He 
gallop'd directly to that Wood, where her 
- Companions ſoon after came in ſearch of her; 
and being come into the thickeſt part of ir, 
he threw her out of his Arms upon the 
Ground, with ſuch a force, that tis proba- 
ble, there needed no-more to compleat his 
Revenge; but not depending on the Fall, he 
jump'd immediately from his Horſe, and 
drawing his Sword, held it over her in a 
threatning Poſture, while he enumerated 
all her Crimes, in Terms the moſt dre d 


1 ; 7 23 * x» "IP 1 I * re 
. | >. * — 
4 


(59) 


reproachful that Malice cou'd invent : And. 


tho? the Weakneſs of her Condition, the Ter- 


ror ſhe was in, and the Bruiſes ſhe had re- 


ceiv'd, render'd it impoſſible for her to ſpeak 
much; yet the little ſhe ſaid, and the piry- 


moving Poſture, with which ſhe held up her 
Hands, in token of Submiſſion and Peni- 


' tence, wou'd have melted any Heart but his 


into Compaſſion. But he already had been 


deceiv'd by her feign'd Contrition, and was 


not to be mov'd a ſecond time, He ſtabb'd 


her to the Heart, with many Wounds ; and 


as if her Death was not ſufficient to ſatiate 


his Rage, orftill fear'd a living Heir wou'd 


ariſe from that Body to the Title of 45 —//z; 


he rip'd her open with an unmanly Bruta- 
lity, and taking thence the Innocent un- 


* 


born, ſtuck it on the point of his remorſe- 


leſs Sword, then threw it down in Scorn by 
theibleeding Parent; crying, There! let the 


Fowls of the Air, or the wild Beaſts which 


. * haunt this deſart Foreſt, devour the baſe be. 
gotten Brat, and the vile Wretch, who 


_- .aim'd to impoſe Diſhonour on the Houſe of 
Ab 


Jie. This dreadful Sacrifice of 


his Revenge being compleated, he took his 


Way towards Paris, and on his Return, 
Was met by Madamoiſelle Ja Moreille and 


her Lover, whom he ſaw, but ſpoke not to, 


and continu'd his Pace, leaving them hope- 


leſs of diſcovering who he was; they doubt- 
ed not however, but that they ſhou'd now 
5 8 find 
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ON find the Marchionefs, who they magie 5 
had been taken from them, with a deſign 


very different rom that for which ſhe Was. 


LO But they were ſoon, and ſadly convinc'd of 


their Miſtake, when directed by a Track of 


Blood, they enter; d the Thicker, and faw 


her and her Infant lie in the Condition alrea- 


_dy repreſented. The Surprize of ſo diſmal 
. a Spectacle, left them not the Power for 


ſome time to reſolve on any thing; but 
when Recollection a little return'd, they 
thought it wou'd be a Brutality, almoſt e- 
qual to that the Murderer. had been guilty 
of, to ſuffer her Body to remain expos'd 

Beaſts :  Madamoiſelle la Moreille 


+: rk having cover'd with, her Gar- 


ments the Corſe, to make it ppear as 
decent as ſhe cou'd, the Gentleman and Ser- 
vant between them convey d it to the en- 
trance of the Wood, where the Coaclfwait- 
ed; while Madamoiſelle did the ſame by 


the poor murder'd Innocent, wrapt up in 


her Handkerchief; the Bodies were put into 


the Coach, and having got iato it themſelves, 
they all return d tw Parts. 


The Bodies being convey'd to Madamoi- 
ſelle's, and decently laid on a Bed, ſhe ſent 
immediately to acquaint the Duke with 
what had happen'd. The Concern which that 


great Man expreſs'd for her untimely Death, 
.teſtifked even more than all he had done 


for her liviog, how very dear ſhe had been 
ro 
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to him: He gave orders that ſhe ſhould 


be iaterr'd with her Child in the moſt mag- 
nificent manner, in the Chappel of Notre- 


Dame. It was commonly reported, that 


ſhe had been ſeiz d by ſome unknown Vil- 
lain, who had firſt raviſh'd, and afterwards 


murder'd her; but thoſe who conſider'd the 


manner of the Action, and the Inſtigations 
her Behaviour had given the Marquiſs De 
A lle for Revenge, believ'd it had been 
committed by no other. The Duke him- 
ſelf was of this opinion; but as there could 
be no plain Proof, look'd on it as a vain At- 
tempt to impeach him for it. 

But Heaven, whoſe ever open Eye looks 


not on Murder with forgiving Glances, what- 


ever the Mot ives or Provocations to it may 
have been, ſuffer'd not the inhuman 4b —/le 


long to enjoy the Triumphs of his Revenge. 


—A 7 pining Diſcontent, an inward Horror 


ſeiz'd his Soul. — He grew pale and lean; 


his Eyes caſt down and hollow; he ſpoke 
little, and when he did, his Words. were 
confuſed and incoherent. Nothing re- 


ma in'd of the once gay, complaiſant, agree- 
able Marquiſs De 4b —le-—— The Dif 


orders of his Mind had not only an effect 
on his Body, as to the deforming it, but alſo 
as to deſtroying all choſe Organs thro? which 
the Soul ſhines out; — Reaſon was dethron'd; 
—— He became mad; and, in his Ravings, 


coafels'd what elle could. never have been 
. re. 


0 62 * 
dens — Oh, Henrietta! (would be ory) 


baſe as thou wert, I ought not to have mur- }F 


.der'd thee | — And at others, What though 
the Child were not mine, had it not a right 
to Life ? How could my impious Hands 

tear thee from the Womb, poor . : 
before thy Time, and ſend my Sword, yet 
reeking with thy Mother's Blood, ea | 
thy ſcarce panting Heart! Monſtrous | 
 Barbarity ! —— Too dire Revenge ! !—— 0 
never, never can J hope forgiveneſs, who | 
knew 1 not how to forgive! 

For ſome Weeks did he continue in this 
Condition, but found, at leaſt in this World, 
more Mercy than be afforded. His Senſes | 
were reſtored ſome little time before his 
Death, and he related, full of Contrition, the 
Whole ſad Story which his Frenzy had gi. 
ven hints of; which having done, and re. 
ceived Abfolution for that and all other 
Crimes, from his Confeſſor, he expired. = 


lis Eſtate, for want of Heirs, devolved. on 


the Crown; and has ſince, with the Title, 
been diſpoſed of to one well worthy of it. N 
The Duke ſurvived not his Daughter many 


Fears; and ſince his Death, the Fryar, who 


cds her Hand with that of Clermont, be- 
ing return'd to his Native Country, the 


= Reaſons which inducd him to leave it 
=--. have been no Secret, and the whole Conduct 
1 * that unhappy Lad y TRY to light. 
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: D "If any of my Sex may reap {o much ad- ” 
vantage from this Relation of her Frailties, 


as to correct the appearance of them in 


themſelves; I ſhall think the Time it has 


taken me up, could not have been more uſe- 
fully employ'd. 
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